A technique for the purification of immune complexes using rheumatoid factor.
A method for the purification of immune complexes (IC) from human serum is described, using as a model complexes of tetanus toxoid with human antitoxoid antibodies (TAT). The technique is based on the ability of IC to bind to tubes coated with rheumatoid factor (RF). Small amounts of TAT IC were added to human serum and the mixtures were rotated overnight in tubes coated with RF. The tubes were then washed and the bound material was eluted with sodium dodecyl sulphate and iodinated with 125I. Analysis of the labeled preparation by electrophoresis in polyacrylamide gels revealed the presence of the toxoid component. The technique should be useful in isolating small amounts of IC for analytical purposes.